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was carried to permit the re-election of a tribune ; and
therefore his candidature for 122 B. c. escaped the opposition
which had ended in his brother's death. But the Senate
contrived to secure the election of another candidate, M. Livius
Drusus, an able and influential adherent of their own, an
eloquent speaker and skilful demagogue. When Gracchus
travelled to Carthage to organize the colony of Roman citizens
there, and was absent seventy days, Drusus began a violent
agitation against his colleague. He stirred up the superstition
of the mob against him, by pointing out that the soil of
Carthage had been cursed after the destruction of the city.
He also attacked the whole scheme of transmarine coloni-
zation, and offered in the Senate's name to found twelve
colonies in Italy with 3,000 citizens in each. These attacks
and counter-proposals did much to undermine the influence
of Gracchus. His position grew still more difficult when on
his return to Rome he tried to carry through the popular
assembly bills for granting full Roman citizenship to the
Latins and Latin rights to the Italian cities. The Senate
replied to these proposals by expelling from the city all who
were not Roman citizens, and by carrying on a fierce cam-
paign against the new legislation. Even the consul Fannius,
whose election Gracchus had supported, took part in this
agitation. The bills were rejected, and Gracchus, when he
stood for the office of tribune for the following year (122 B. c.),
was defeated.

This defeat was followed by a struggle between his parti-
sans and those of the Senate. Personally he was still one of
the three commissioners appointed to conduct the settlers to
Carthage, and therefore protected from prosecution by his
official position. But the augurs were disquieted by portents
at Carthage, where hyenas had dug up the boundary stones
by night ; and the Senate, acting on their representations,
proposed to the popular assembly to repeal the law for found-
ing the colony. The repeal was proposed in the assembly by
one of the tribunes. On the voting day the people collected
on the Capitol. Gracchus was surrounded by his armed
supporters. Before the vote was taken, a certain Quintus
Antullius was mysteriously slain by one of the crowd round
Gracchus and in his presence. The Senate used this pretext
to declare that Gracchus and his supporters were rioters, to
mobilize the knights who had withdrawn their support from
2860.2                                       i